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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: El Cajon, CA Accident Number: WPR22FA068

Date & Time: December 27, 2021, 19:14 Local Registration: N880Z

Aircraft: GATES LEARJET CORPORATION 
35A Injuries: 4 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Positioning

On December 27, 2021, about 1914 Pacific standard time, a Gates Learjet Corporation 35A, N880Z, was 
destroyed when it was involved in an accident near El Cajon, California.  The 2 pilots, and 2 flight nurses were 
fatally injured.  The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 repositioning flight.  

Earlier in the day, the flight crew had flown from Lake Havasu City Airport (HII), Lake Havasu, Arizona, to John 
Wayne / Orange County Airport (SNA), Santa Ana, California, for a patient transfer.  They departed SNA about 
1856 to reposition to their home base at Gillespie Field (SEE), El Cajon, California.  

Review of preliminary communication recordings revealed that at 1908:23, the pilot contacted the SEE Air 
Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) and reported to the controller they were on the GPS approach to runway 17.  The 
controller issued the current wind and cleared the pilot to land on runway 17.  At 1912:03, the pilot reported the 
airport in sight and requested to squawk VFR. The controller did not acknowledge the request to squawk VFR, 
however, he reissued the landing clearance for runway 17. 

At 1912:13, the pilot requested to land on runway 27. The controller asked the pilot if they wanted to cancel 
their IFR flight plan, to which the pilot replied, “yes sir.” The controller acknowledged that the IFR cancelation 
was received and instructed the pilot to overfly the field and enter left traffic for runway 27R and cleared them 
to land runway 27R. At 1912:30, the pilot requested that the runway lights for runway 27R be increased, 
however, the controller informed them that the lights were already at 100 percent. 

Preliminary Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) data showed that after departure from SNA, 
the flight made a left turn out over the waters of the Pacific Ocean and flew generally south – southeast along 
the coast and ascended to a cruise barometric altitude of about 11,000 ft sea level (MSL). After the flight passed 
Carlsbad, California, the airplane turned left and began to descend toward SEE.  As shown in figure 1, ADS-B data 
showed that the airplane overflew SEE at a barometric altitude of about 775 ft MSL (407 ft above ground level) 
and entered a left downwind for runway 27R.  While on the downwind leg, the airplane descended to a 
barometric altitude of 700 ft MSL, then ascended to a barometric altitude of 950 ft MSL while on the base leg.  
The last recorded ADS-B target was at 1914:09, at a barometric altitude of 875 ft MSL.  
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Figure 1: Recorded ADS-B data with ATC communication annotations.

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane struck a set of power lines and subsequently 
impacted the yard of a residential home about 1.43 nautical miles east of the approach end of runway 27R.   The 
airplane came to rest upright on a heading of about 118°, at an elevation of about 595 ft msl.  The wreckage 
debris path was oriented on a heading of about 310° and was about 186 ft long and 90 ft wide.  All major 
structural components of the airplane were located throughout the wreckage debris path.  The wreckage was 
recovered to a secure location for further examination. 

At 1855, recorded weather data at SEE showed weather conditions were variable wind at 5 knots, visibility of 3 
statute miles, mist, broken cloud layer at 2,000 ft, overcast cloud layer at 2,600 ft, temperature of 10° C, dew 
point temperature of 8° C, and an altimeter setting of 29.98 inches of mercury. No precipitation was indicated.   
At 1955, SEE reported a variable wind of 5 knots, visibility 3 statute miles, mist, broken cloud layer at 1,100 ft, 
overcast cloud layer at 2,600 ft, temperature of 10°C, dew point temperature of 8°C, and an altimeter setting of 
29.96 inches of mercury. No precipitation was indicated.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: GATES LEARJET 
CORPORATION

Registration: N880Z

Model/Series: 35A Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

On-demand air taxi (135)

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Night

Observation Facility, Elevation: KSEE,387 ft msl Observation Time: 18:55 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 1.4 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 10°C /8°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:  / , 

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 2000 ft AGL Visibility: 3 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.98 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Departure Point: Santa Ana, CA (SNA) Destination: El Cajon, CA 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Fire: Unknown

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 4 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 32.821182,-116.93942 (est)

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Cawthra, Joshua

Additional Participating Persons: Jonathan Burgess; Federal Aviation Administration; San Diego, CA

Note:


